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Status of #9 of Bonn Conference
• Achieved to certain extent

– More so with health professionals

– With patients and public – has 

increased heightened awareness on 

risks but less so about benefits

• Campaigns by WHO, Image Gently, 

Image Wisely, EuroSafe and many 

others have been successful

• Several efforts underway but more to 

be done

• Difficult but needs to be addressed



Radiation risks are often over-blown in proportion!

• Media Hype!

• Induce fear in patients or general population and 

some time hinders from receiving needed imaging

• Addressing this issue should be part of dialogue



2001

2014

2015



Radiation Injuries in CT – Rare but Possible!

Radiation Boom, NY times
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Radiation Benefits/Risk Dialogue

• Depends on type of radiation exposure 

• Imaging – B/R dialogue with patients & public, 

especially due to lack of evidence regarding risk 

• Therapy – B/R dialogue which include impact of 

additional imaging





Radiation Benefits/Risk Dialogue

• Universal acceptance of benefits in air-

travel, highway driving or use of 

consumer products often overlooking 

risks are good examples to emulate on 

how to create similar acceptance 

regarding radiation exposures



Need for Balance

• Past: concerns on radiation risks 

was not universally recognized

• Now: concerns on radiation risks 

can sometime go extreme 

impacting image quality

• Balancing Radiation Dose and 

Risks with Image Quality is key

Radiation Dose & Risks



Where do we go next?
• Speaking to the choir: current status

• Need to take B/R dialogue directly to other side

– Patients and general public

– Physicians ordering imaging studies

• Provide scientific yet pragmatic solutions 

• Wrapping “scientific information” in an “humanities 

blanket” is key to foster the dialogue

• However, “blanket” is currently tattered and needs 

strengthening



Risk Perception and Communication

• What you said was not 
necessarily what you meant!

• What you said was not 
necessarily what he heard!




